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Congress to Legislate for the Territories of the United States, and Its Duty to Exclude Slavery Therefrom,
Delivered in the House of Representatives, in Committee of the Whole, June 30, 1848 Mr. Chairman: - I have
listened with interest, both yesterday and to-day, to speeches on what is called the Presidential question. I
propose to discuss a question of far greater magnitude - the question of the age - one, whose consequences will
not end with the ensuing four years, but will reach forward to the setting of the sun of time. Sir, our position is
this: The United States finds itself the-owner of a vast region of country at the West, now almost vacant of
inhabitants. Parts of this region are salubrious and fertile. We have reason to suppose that, in addition to the
treasures of wealth which industry may gather from its surface, there are mineral treasures beneath it - riches
garnered up of old in subterranean chambers, and only awaiting the application of intelligence and skill to be
converted into the means of human improvement and happiness. These regions, it is true, lie remote from our
place of residence. Their shores are washed by another sea, and it is no figure of speech to say that another sky
bends over them. So remote are they, that their hours are not as our hours, nor their day as our day; and yet,
such are the wonderful improvements in art, in modern times, as to make it no rash anticipation that before
this century shall have closed, the inhabitants on the Atlantic shores will be...
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