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Excerpt: .. .5 Before | begin, Mr. Chairman, again, let me thankyour staff, and also the members of our Capitol
Policeforce for helping us get the tables out of here so wecould accommodate more people. Ap-plause . As you
cansee, they did a great job. Thank you. As you can see when you came in, Mr. Chairman, wehave an overflow
group, and some of them are now goingdown to Room 106, | guess, which is the overflow room. Ithink it is
going to take some time for them to getthere, so they will probably miss a little bit of this. But | think you can
gather from that that this is anissue of ut-most importance, of the highest importance, topeople with disabil-
ities in our country. The questionbefore this committee today is, really, how do we giveolder Americans and
Americans with disabil-ities greaterchoices by expanding access to home-and community-basedservices
Fourteen years ago, when this Congress passed andPresident Bush signed into law the Americans
WithDisabilities Act, we had four goals regarding people withdisabilities. First, was to give equal opportunity
inour society to people with disabilities. Second, to make sure that people with disabilitieswere full par-ticipants
in all aspects of our society: education, transportation, jobs, everything. The thirdgoal, was to provide
independent living for people withdisabilities. Fourth, was to provide economic self-sufficiency for people with
disabilities in our country. Those were basically the goals of the Americans WithDisabilities Act. So where we
find...
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