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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The United States: And Its People for Young
Americans One of our American humorists has said that it is better not to know so much than to know so many
things that are not true. Errors accepted in childhood become articles of faith, and are not easily got rid of. The
absence from this book of certain well-worn fables, which have served more than one generation of American
school-children for historic facts, will be regretted, perhaps, on sentimental grounds. It does not seem worth
while, however, to keep current in elementary books statements which every sound historical scholar rejects. No
work of history ever yet escaped error, but I have at least tried to make this a genuine history, in harmony with
the best historical scholarship of the time. Many laborious years passed in the critical study of original printed
and manuscript authorities for the history of American institutions and American life have perhaps given the
author of this book some right to speak with assurance on questions relating to our early history. Next to
correctness the most important feature in a book for the young is clearness. To achieve this one must not treat
more subjects than can be handled with su icient fullness for comprehension. Attempts to write a little about
everything are fatal to lucidity. The writer for the young finds all his skill taxed to be clear and to be interesting,
and the two things lie close together. One of the highest benefits that a good text-book in the hands of a good
teacher can confer is to leave the pupil with a relish for historical reading. The order in which the...
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