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catastrophe has suddenly shown how closely interwoven is the fabric of the modern world. The interlinking of
the life and interests of the nations had advanced much further than was realized. Even Asia begins to figure as
a mighty factor in occidental affairs. Some regard it as ominous. We talk of the yellow peril; yet for decades,
nay for centuries, Asiatics have resented an actual and progressively overwhelming white peril. On the one
hand there is China. Not for a century has her outlook been so bright. An alien dynasty has been driven from
the throne; the nation is pushing forward with remarkable insistence for modern forms of government; the
opium curse has been substantially eradicated; vigorous efforts are being made to eliminate political graft;
financial solvency seems now assured; occidental education is proceeding rapidly in many centers; and desire
for reforms is widespread. If China can avoid further alien intrusion her future is decidedly hopeful. We may
not, however, forget that China faces many serious problems. Her internal political problems are by no means
settled. Complete stability and order are still to be achieved. Reactionary forces will offer serious obstacles. The
traditions, ignorance and inertia of her masses cannot fail to delay her development. These, however, are
considerations that should call for sympathetic help rather than for pessimistic criticism. And there is Japan.
Her heroic struggles to meet the new world-situation that confronted her when she came out of her long
isolation called forth deep admiration in America. The brilliant ability of her students and national leaders and
the whole-souled patriotism of her people have...
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